Penhurst News
Winter 2021

Welcome to the Penhurst winter
newsletter. The last couple of years
have been unlike anything we might
have imagined here at Penhurst, in our
lives and around the world.
We hope this update will bring you up
to date with things here at Penhurst.
We are delighted that the centre has
been able to re-open following the
Covid-19 lockdowns and whilst there
are still challenges and uncertainties,
we rejoice and have hope in the
certainty of Immanuel, God with us.
Please join with us in giving thanks.
We also invite you to join in the future
of this very special and necessary
ministry.
With every blessing,

A place of rest and restoration…
We noticed a little bat on the floor in the bright hot

sunshine. I picked it up on a leaf - it seemed stunned
and out of place, not moving. I started talking to
it… “It’s okay, you’re safe, no-one is going to harm
you.” Slowly it began to lift its head as I continued to
reassure it. One wing was open, one closed… was it
hurt? As I talked to it, the little gingery-brown bat,
no bigger than the palm of my hand, suddenly but
gently, silently and smoothly, flew off my hand… away to where it wanted to go.
Reflecting later, the bat reminded me of me - stunned and out of place by the news that I
wasn’t going back, bewildered and confused… but picked up and reassured by the retreat
leaders and group. Tenderly loved and listened to… until it was safe enough once more to
have the confidence to spread my wings, to look towards the next God adventure in my life
with hope, anticipation and joy… and to fly, knowing… “It’s ok, I’m ok. Thank you God.”
(Alison, summer 2021)

A process of recovery…
Like some of our guests, Penhurst is in a process of recovery. After being closed for 12 out
of 14 months due to Covid-19 lockdowns, we have been delighted to welcome many guests
through our doors again since late May 2021. We are also SO thankful and grateful to the
Lord for His ongoing provision during and since the lockdowns - including practical materials
as well as grants, loans and donations without which we would not be here today.
We have sought to reduce running costs wherever possible, but even when closed historic
buildings cost a lot to maintain. Together with the trustees, we have done our best to look
after our wonderful team and although there have been some changes, have managed to
avoid redundancies, for which we are very thankful.
However, as for many organisations and
charities, the financial impact has still been
significant. In the summer, we began praying
for £150,000 to cover the 2020-2021 losses,
our Bounce Back Loan and projected reduced
income for 2021-2022. As at 30 November
2021, we have received £15,100 towards this.
Please could you consider making either a
one-off or regular donation to help ensure the
future of the centre and the important
ministry that takes place here?

Ways to give…
● Via our website using a credit/debit
card or PayPal account.
● By phone using a credit/debit card.
Donations will be processed via PayPal
and PayPal fees will be deducted from the
donation.
● Bank transfer, reference ‘donation’.
Sort Code: 09-01-55
Account number: 89225189
Account name: Penhurst Retreat Centre
Charitable Trust
Please also email us so that we can trace
your donation.

for Charity
Selling on eBay? Did you know you can
donate part or all of the money raised to
Penhurst through eBay for Charity? See:
https://www.charity.ebay.co.uk/

fundraisers
Got a birthday or other special occasion
coming up? How about setting up a
celebratory fundraiser and asking people
to donate? For more info see https://engb.facebook.com/fundraisers/

● Via Stewardship or Charities Aid
Foundation (CAF).
Are you a UK tax-payer? Please
remember to request and complete a
Gift Aid declaration to increase your
donation by 25%.

Shopping on Amazon? If you use the
following link, Amazon donates to
Penhurst Retreat Centre at no extra cost
to you!
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1060817-0

Looking forward to 2022…
We have a vibrant and varied programme of led retreats for 2022.
Do let us know if you’d like copies for yourself, friends and/or
your church. The full programme is also available on the website bookings are open and some retreats are already filling up!
Here’s a taster of the start of the year:

Moving into Silence IGR - 7-11 February
In John 10, Jesus spends time in silence and solitude and teaches that to do so contributes
to our walk with God. This retreat is an opportunity to gently explore quiet and stillness ideal for anyone interested but not sure about committing to silent retreats, who would like
to explore ways of bringing this ancient spiritual discipline into their daily lives.

Refresh, Restore, Recharge - 14-17 February
As we enter a new year, this is an opportunity to lean back into the Lord, meet Him where
we are and receive His love, grace and strength as we continue our journey with Him. Come
and reflect on our connectedness to Jesus, our receptivity and our capacity to engage with
Him and His call for our lives.
Book online at www.penhurst.org.uk or contact the office on info@penhurst.org.uk

Penhurst gifts
As well as lovely new stock from local,
ethical and Christian suppliers, Jay has
been adding some new Penhurst items
to our gift sales area, including these
beautiful magnets…

December and January opening
Our team will be having a well-earned
break over Christmas, but we hope to
hear from and see you soon.

… some cards
featuring her
photography and
these ceramic
crosses made by
Linda…
Of course, there’s also still plenty of
Penhurst favourites, so if you are
looking for gifts, why not pop in and put
together a few Penhurst items such as a
gift voucher, bottle of apple juice and
the ever-popular Penhurst Cookery
Book?

● Sun 19 Dec: Centre closed by 3pm
● Mon 20 - Tues 28 Dec: CLOSED
● Wed 29 Dec: Office open 9am - 3pm
● Thurs 30 Dec - Sun 2 Jan: Open for
New Year retreat (fully booked).
● Mon 3 - Tuesday 11 Jan: Closed to
guests while the house has it’s
annual deep clean, but office open
as normal for bookings.
● Wed 12 Jan onwards: Open as
normal.

Our Contact Details:
Penhurst Retreat Centre, Manor House,
Penhurst Lane, Penhurst, Battle, TN33 9QP
T: 01424 892088
E: info@penhurst.org.uk
W: www.penhurst.org.uk

